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Southern Nevada Conservancy creates 
opportunities to discover, understand, and 

enjoy your public lands



 

We support public lands through a variety of visitor services, education, 
interpretation, and public outreach across the sites we serve. Through these 
services we inspire stewardship, conservation, and appreciation of our 
shared public spaces for all to enjoy for future generations to come.

We currently work at these public lands sites as a nonprofit partner:

OUR PARTNERS

CONSERVANCY
nevada
SOUTHERN

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management

Spring Mountains National Recreation Area  
managed by the USDA Forest Service

California Trail Interpretive Center  
managed by the Bureau of Land Management

Desert National Wildlife Complex  
managed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service

OUR WORK
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FEE COLLECTION

RETAIL SERVICES

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMMING

STEWARDSHIP

SPECIAL PROJECTS



A NOTE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
When you think about your public lands, what is the first thing that comes to mind? Is it an 
epic hike you took to discover amazing scenery? Unique wildlife you observed? Something 
new you learned about the past? Public lands provide all of this, and so much more. Although 
this report highlights the past, our mission and vision remain locked on the future. With 
attention and stewardship it is possible for you to have a lifetime of experiences like those 
above and ensure future generations have the same opportunities to discover, understand 
and enjoy public lands as you did. At Southern Nevada Conservancy, we spend a great deal 
of time considering the visitor experience at the sites we support, the sustainability of that 
experience, and what it will look like in the future. You are an important participant in that 
conversation.

Whether your favorite spot is Red Rock Canyon, Mount Charleston, Desert National Wildlife 
Refuge or the California Trail Center, SNC has ways for you to engage with and support 
these amazing places. Join us for a fascinating program on the California-bound emigrant 
experience, shop for a unique gift in our online store, or sign your group up for a volunteer 
work day. Your connection to public lands, those experiences that help you gain a deeper 
understanding and appreciation for Nevada’s outdoor spaces, are what we’re all about.

We work for a future that is uncertain, though. From government shutdowns and unpredictable 
funding, to climate change and unpredictable weather, we don’t know all the challenges 
our public lands will need to endure. We’re committed to working with our agency and 
community partners to ensure Nevada’s public lands can be explored and understood for 
many generations to come. However, it all begins with you. With your help we can make the 
legacy of Nevada’s public lands a proud one.

Have fun out there,

Andy Hart
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
30 years ago a group of forward-thinking community members created Red Rock Canyon 
Interpretive association in hopes of helping locals and tourists alike connect with Red 
Rock Canyon. Now, 30 years, five sites, a few name changes and millions of visitors later, 
Southern Nevada Conservancy continues to connect you to your public lands. About a 
hundred guests, including our current and former staff, partners, and key community 
members came out to Red Rock Canyon to celebrate this milestone with us over prickly 
pear lemonade and a cake modeled after the Red Rock Canyon Escarpment. We enjoyed 
catching up with everyone and we all had the true pleasure of hearing one of our founders, 
KC DenDooven, speak about our humble beginnings and how far we have come. Thank you 
to the local artists that helped decorate the room for the evening, and thank you to the 
outdoor community and our federal partners for working with us to offer a wide variety of 
services and programs to the public each year!
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RED ROCK
CANYON
NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA

With almost 3 million visitors to Red Rock Canyon annually, we work as a nonprofit partner with 
the Bureau of Land Management to manage the impacts of heavy visitation in the National 
Conservation Area, work on much-needed improvement projects, and provide education and 
visitor information to the public. To meet these needs, Southern Nevada Conservancy offers 
daily interpretive and educational programs, guided hikes, classroom-based learning, field 
trips, and visitor services including retail operations and fee station management.

SNC’s friendly fee collection staff welcomed over 1.1 million visitors to the Scenic Loop 
Drive and Visitor Center in 2018. This team accomplishes more than just amenity fee 
collection, though. As the first (and sometimes only) paid staff that visitors have contact 
with, they have the training and experience to answer questions and recommend 
activities based on visitors’ interests and available time.
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7,794
Hours educating 

visitors about Red 
Rock Canyon

71,648
Participants in 

interpretive and 
education programs 
at Red Rock Canyon

620
interpretive 

programs for youth 
& adult visitors to 
Red Rock Canyon

Each year we hand out several hundred thousand copies of The Keystone, Red Rock 
Canyon’s primary visitor guide. A new version was published over the summer representing 
a complete refresh of its design and content. The publication was expanded from four to six 
pages allowing for more information on the wildlife, Native American rock art, and geology 
visitors can discover. Map & trail information was also greatly improved. With funding and 
support from the community more internationalization is being built into our materials, 
starting with publishing portions of the Keystone and other interpretive information in 
13 languages. This year will also see the video shown at Red Rock Canyon's Visitor Center 
being simulcast in multiple languages.



IN THE FIELD
Our interpretive team are experts at putting the natural world into perspective for visitors 
young and old. This last year over 71,000 people participated in our interpretive programming 
at Red Rock Canyon, an increase of over 42 percent! Popular guided hikes this year found 
visitors learning about Red Rock’s geology, wildflowers, and respecting outdoor spaces by 
following Leave No Trace principals. 

Over the summer we participated in City of Las Vegas’ Adaptive Recreation program, offering 
activities & classes for people with disabilities. Two groups of children & teenagers spent 
the day at the Visitor Center experiencing guided tours of the exhibits and special interactive 
presentations on reptiles & mammals. We continually work to ensure all people have the 
opportunity to learn about and explore our nation’s public lands.



 

IN THE CLASSROOM
The Red Rock Canyon LV team hosted a variety of public and private K-12 school kids for 
educational programs geared toward understanding public lands science and history, 
presentations that meet Nevada Academic Content Standards for Science (NVACSS.) Not 
everyone can make it out to Red Rock Canyon, though, so we take these programs into 
classrooms and community centers throughout Nevada, as well, including participating in 
Clark County’s Safekey program, a before- and after-school recreational enrichment program 
for elementary school children. Through the Department of Interior’s Every Kid in a Park 
program, 4th graders participate in an in-class interactive presentation by our interpretive 
staff. At the end of the program each child receives a pass allowing them and their families 
free access to National Parks, Monuments, and Conservation Areas for an entire year. 

We hosted a number of special events throughout the year. In March, 73 people from 27 
different countries became new United States citizens during the sixth Naturalization 
Ceremony to occur at Red Rock Canyon.



SPRING
MOUNTAINS
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

It’s called the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area, but locals know it as Mt. Charleston. 
With over 1 million visitors each year, this ecological sky island is a special place for Nevadans 
to escape the heat of summer or enjoy the snowy thrills of winter. The  USDA Forest Service 
relies on our Go Mt. Charleston team to provide a variety of services for visitors such as 
interpretive programming, retail operations, publication of Summer and Winter Visitor Guides, 
volunteer management, online information, and more.



4.3M
Visitors reached 
through the new 

Go Mt. Charleston 
website and social 
media platforms 

31,788
Visitor contacts 

outside the Visitor 
Gateway by staff, 
trail hosts & snow 

hosts

317
interpretive 

programs for youth 
& adult visitors to 

Mt Charleston

The Go Mt. Charleston team provided a variety of interpretive programming for visitors to 
SMNRA and visiting local school children. Junior Rangers (and Snow Rangers) learned what it’s 
like to manage national forests. K-12 school children connected STEM topics with real world 
examples during periodic field trips. And exploring Mt. Charleston area with experts during 
guided day & night hikes gave visitors a greater appreciation of these natural spaces than 
they would’ve otherwise had. We also took these programs on the road performing outreach 
at various schools and community events. These hands-on activities are critical in ensuring 
our children grow up with an understanding of our nation’s public lands and an appreciation 
for the science behind its management and sustainability.

This past year SNC was alerted the funding that powered these programs was concluding. We 
dug deep and found funds that allowed us to continue offering visitor services at near-normal 
levels. The future is uncertain, however, and the search is on for new funding sources enabling 
us to continue providing enhanced visitor experiences at this popular area.



FOSTERING STEWARDSHIP
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13,625
Pounds of litter collected 
by volunteers at the most 
visited recreation areas 

on the mountain!

1,291
Volunteers took 

part in refuse 
cleanup & other 

stewardship 
activities in 2018

We’re curbing issues of seasonal litter and trash disposal by hosting several service days 
each year including our big annual Spring Cleaning! In Spring 2018 hundreds of volunteers 
gathered into teams, picked up trash and centralized it for disposal off the mountain, followed 
by a BBQ lunch and lots of high fives. This year over 6 tons of litter was removed!



GREENING THE MOUNTAIN
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13
New critter-proof 

trash & recyle bins 
placed at popular 

trailheads and 
recreation sites

We partnered with Heineken USA to put in place a longer-term assistance for the mountain area’s 
litter problem. Heineken gathered support from community businesses including Breakthru 
Beverage, Smith’s Food and Drug, PT’s Entertainment Group, Green Valley Grocery, Lee Canyon, 
iHeart Radio, and Republic Services to raise over $30,000 in cash and in-kind donations! These 
funds allowed for 13 trash and recycling receptacles to be purchased and installed at popular 
trailheads and recreation areas, food and drinks for a kickoff cleanup 
and celebration event, trash 
collection supplies, and a year 
of dumpster service. 

Heineken has pledged yearly efforts to sustain the trash 
collection and volunteer cleanups through at least 2021, 
including maintaining local business relationships to 
continue and increase year-over-year donations.



CALIFORNIA
TRAIL
INTERPRETIVE CENTER

In Northern Nevada we help bring history to life at the California Trail Interpretive Center, 10 
miles west of Elko. Working with the Bureau of Land Management, we’re providing engaging 
interpretive programs, demonstrations, and exhibits introducing visitors to the history of 
western migration in the 19th century.

With the Junior Explorer program, kids to step into the shoes of a family planning their trip 
west by examining journal entries, choosing supplies, route finding, interacting with Native 
Americans & other people along the way, and starting a new life in California’s gold country.
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4,200
Particpants learned more 
about westward migration 

and Native American history

211
Interpretive & educational 

programs for visitors  
of all ages

Southern Nevada Conservancy provides funding and other support for the Center’s biggest 
yearly event, California Trail Days. For 2 days in April, visitors from all over the region directly 
experienced 19th century Native American and pioneer culture through the work of period 
re-enactors set up in a large camp outside the main building. Visitors played outdoor games, 
participated in demonstrations of textile making, trail cooking, and hunting. From stories and 
songs to wagon construction and travel logistics, living in our ancestors’ shoes for a weekend 
is an amazing experience and develops a richer understanding of our Nevada’s history.  



NATIONAL

NATIONAL
WILDLIFE
REFUGE COMPLEX

Managed by the US Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Refuge Complex consists of four 
National Wildlife Refuges located in southern Nevada: Ash Meadows, Desert, Moapa Valley, 
and Pahranagat. Southern Nevada Conservancy provides retail management services at 
the Desert and Pahranagat locations. This year, we were proud to partner with US Fish and 
Wildlife Service on a special event, The 2018 Federal Duck Stamp Contest. Held at the Springs 
Preserve, hundreds of artists submitted duck artwork competing for the opportunity to have 
their artwork appear on the Federal Duck Stamp for the upcoming year.

As key as the Federal Duck Stamp program is to the conservation of our national wildlife 
refuges, much of the public is unaware of it’s existence. In sponsoring the event, SNC helped 
boost the event’s visibility, introducing the program & contest to the public in ways that 
complement the event being held in Las Vegas. Our retail team developed a shot glass to 
purchase, a fun way to highlight the using only lead-free shot when hunting waterfowl.



 

Support for public lands may lead to excellent outdoor experiences, but they begin in 
the community. Leading up to the official contest a local small business, Alternate Reality 
Comics, offered to host a novelty, comics version of the event to build awareness of the 
federal program and spotlight the work of local artists. On the day their finalist was chosen 
a percentage of that days sales were donated to SNC in support of our efforts participating 
in this important wildlife refuge conservation program.

We assisted in the production of an online game based on the contest. 158 participants 
signed up at duckstampgame.com and chose their personal list of favorites from the year’s 
official entries. After each round of voting a leaderboard was published showing who had 
the most official finalists from their list. In the end eight participants included the winning 
entry in their list, and the person with the highest score was sent a prize.



JACKSON THE BURRO

20
Jackson even had a day-in-the-life book released in 2018, signed with his own hoof print!

As the spokesburro for BLM’s Wild Horse & Burro Adoption program, Jackson makes regularly 
scheduled appearances at Red Rock Canyon NCA and Spring Mountain Ranch State Park. 
Children feel his fur, pet and interact with him while SNC wranglers manage the encounters 
and tell stories about Jackson’s adoption, upbringing, and the lives of his cousins in the wild. 
Even though wild horse & burro adoptions are on the rise, with over 3600 adopted in 2017, 
the number of these animals in holding facilities far exceeds adoption rates. Jackson helps 
brings awareness to the issue, and we continue to highlight visitor safety and opportunities 
for the public to adopt and give forever homes to these majestic creatures.



IT DOESN’T STOP THERE
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Our retail operations at Red Rock Canyon, 
Spring Mountains, and California Trail 
Interpretive Center generated revenue used 
to fund interpretive programming and other 
visitor services at their respective sites. 

$2.7 Million
Raised for public lands though 

interpretive retail sales

Along with our regular activities we support other projects and partners’ efforts to highlight 
the history, ecology, and culture of Nevada. 2018 saw the opening of the Humbolt River art 
installation at Winnemuca’s Humbolt Museum. The wall shows how the Humbolt River has 
served as a cultural and economic touchstone for residents and travelers throughout time.



EXPENSES

Total Expenses of $2,165,685



FINANCIALS
 

Revenues
Income - Membership
Store Sales
Grants & Agreements
Donations
Other Income
Interest Income
Unrealized Gain (Loss)

Total Revenues

Total Cost of Sales

Gross Profit

Total Expenses

Net Income

$ 26,376
$ 2,744,761
$ 622,907
$ 31,335
$ 12,924
$ 3,482
$ -440

$ 3,441,345

$ 1,224,931

$ 2,216,414

$ 2,165,685

$ 50,729

Year Ending
Sept 30, 2018

$ 21,907
$ 2,671,841
$ 734,477
$ 32,077
$ 6,511
$ 1,878
$ -974

$ 3,467,717

$ 1,227,798

$ 2,239,919

$ 1,910,120

$ 329,799

Year Ending
Sept 30, 2017

$ 4,469
$ 72,920
($ 111,570)
($ 742)
$ 6,353
$ 1,604
$ 534

$ 26,372

($ 2867)

$ 23,505

($ 255,565)

($ 279,070)

Difference

20.40%
2.73%

-15.19%
-2.31%

96.68%
85.41%
54.83%

0.76%

-0.23%

1.05%

-13.38%

-84.62%

Comparative Income Statement

As of publication FY2018 figures are provisional, pending audit completion.
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

STAFF

ADVISORY BOARD
Helen Mortenson
Bob Anderson
Steve Stallworth
Tom Warden

Andy Hart, Executive Director
Mark Wilnewic, Chief Financial Officer
Leonie Mowat, Communications Director
Jana Dagerman, Retail Operations Director
Leshawun Porter, Administrative Manager
Jim Stanger, Development Manager
Heidi Daulton, Project Manager

Go Mt Charleston:
Jennifer Humphreys, Dion Nicolas, James 
Matza, Deborah Eugene, Elizabeth Lovell, 
Leila Arthur

Red Rock Canyon LV:
Jon Moats, Janis Kadlec, Stacie Coppens, 
Peter Villalobos, Jennifer Vincent, 
Julie Hinkley, Sharon Harrand, Shana 
Vanlancker, Amanda Tumbleson, Beth 
Dixon, Chanda Teeter, Nadolyn Karchmer, 
Kathy Finger, Vicki Cohen, Deborah 
Eugene, Bobby Taylor, Cody Dix, Janina 
Little, Dr. Bob Peloquin, Margie Klein, 
Richard Stockton, Clarke Nagle, Jim Hill, 
Steven Taylor, Tom Wood, Kuniaki Nagai, 
Maurice Campbell

Californai Trail Center:
Paul Gregory, Jordon Thomas

Jackson the Red Rock Canyon Burro:
Keith Wheeler, Gaylene Hoge,
...and Jackson the Burro

Sue Wainscott, President
Lou Corrado, Vice President
Ross Wiliams, Treasurer
Mary Pike, Secretary
David Low, Director
Randolph Fiedler, Director
Melissa Giovanni, Director
Bob Grozenski, Director
Rex Berman, Director



 

GIVING TO SUPPORT
NEVADA'S PUBLIC LANDS

Southern Nevada Conservancy is at our state’s most-visited public lands. With your generous 
support we keep the public informed about the availability of services and programs, 
encourage safe and responsible recreation, and support rangers and other on-site managing 
agency staff. Thank you for your contribution!

Mailing Address:

Southern Nevada Consevancy
6755 W Charleston Blvd, Suite D

Las Vegas, NV 89146-9000

Online: snconservancy.org/donate

TaxID/EIN: 20-0714837

DONATE
SNC Membership allows individuals to 
contribute to enhancing visitor services at 
all sites we work at in Nevada. Members 
receive a 15% discount at our physical or 
online gift shops, receive invites to special 
events, and more. Signup at:
 

snconservancy.org/membership

MEMBERSHIP

Southern Nevada Conservancy is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization, and all contributions are fully tax-deductible.

For questions or inquiries contact Jim Stanger, Development Manager, 
at (702) 258-7373 or jstanger@snconservancy.org.
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GIVING TO SUPPORT
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Southern Nevada Conservancy 
6755 W Charleston Blvd, Suite D 

Las Vegas, NV 89146-9000 
702-258-7757 • info@SNConservancy.org 

 
www.SouthernNevadaConservancy.org


